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DECEMBER and  
JANUARY 
CONTENTS 
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S E A S O N S  GREE T I N GS  
 

On behalf of everyone at St Mary's I would like to take this opportunity to 
wish you  

a very Happy Christmas and peaceful New Year. 
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http://www.charsfield.org.uk/


 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

-
-  

-  
 

-
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

-  
 -  

   -  
    -  

 

 

http://www.froth.org.uk
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Sa turday  10 th  Decembe r  

10  am to  12  noon  
come  and  see  us  in  

S t .  Pe t e rs  Church ,  Cr e t ingham 
wi t h  F lowe r  displays  depic t ing  

 
 

Hot mince pies and hot sausage rolls with a cup of tea/coffee 
Christmas Gifts to browse 
Cake Stall full of wonderful goodies 
Chance to win a wonderful Christmas Cake fully decorated 
Quality bric-a-brac and books to rummage through! 

 
 

  Altar Flowers Cleaning 

December Mrs Defoe Runacres Family 

January Mrs Mayhew Mrs Defoe 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

CAROL S I N G I NG  a round  t he  Village .    
 Br ing  your  torches  and  voices   wr ap up wa rm!  

 W ednesday  21st  Decembe r .   
Eve r yone  ga t he r ing  a t  6 . 30  pm in t he  Bell  ca r  pa rk .  

 
 
 

 
Chr is tmas  Eve  ' Midnigh t '  S e rvice   

with Holy Communion at 11.30 pm  do join us. 
 

Chr is tmas  Day  10 am in St. Peters, Creting-
ham to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.   
Everyone of all ages will be warmly welcome 

on this magnificent day. 
 

-  31st  Decembe r  11 . 45pm 
CO MPL I N E   

in St. Peters, a reflective time  do come and join us. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 

CCC O N N E C TO N N E C TO N N E C T   & E& E& E N C O U R A G EN C O U R A G EN C O U R A G E   CCC H RIS T I A N SH RIS T I A N SH RIS T I A N S   SU F F ERI N GSU F F ERI N GSU F F ERI N G   F O RF O RF O R   T H EIRT H EIRT H EIR   F A I T HF A I T HF A I T H!!!   
 
This Christmas, why not send a Christmas card to a Christian who is facing some sort 
of persecution, or even imprisonment, for their faith? 
 

 

through advocacy and human rights worldwide, and can provide you with names and 
addresses of people to contact. 
 

As CS W explains O ften we can't visit those who are persecuted for their faith, but 
we can still encourage them.   You can be an encouragement by sending these prison-
ers a card or a letter to bring them hope. This touches them right where they are, 
demonstrating that they're not forgotten.  Your cards also remind the prison  
authorities that we haven't forgotten the injustice of the prisoner's situation, and are 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

PETER MAYS (and SHEP) 
would like to wish all in  

Cre t ingham and the Mid Loes Bene fice  
 

A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS 
and a PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR.  

 

Thank you for all t he f riendship and welcome  
throughout the past  year .  

 
P.S.  Donation to the RSPCA in lieu of cards. 

http://www.csw.org.uk/connectandencourage.htm%0d
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Just got home and found all the windows and doors open 
and everything has gone.   

advent calendar? 
 



 

 

*C hr ist m as: T he sto ry of t he C hr ist ingle  

 
 

the light of Jesus coming into the world.   Stories of how the 
Christingle began look back to the Moravian Church,  which is found 
in the Czech Republic.  The Moravians have held Christingle services 
for more than 200 years, and according to them, this is how the first 
Christingle might have been made:  
 

Many years ago the children in a village were asked to bring a Christmas  gift to put 
beside the crib in the church.  One family was very poor, and had no money for gifts, 
but the three children were still determined to take something.  The only nice thing 
they had was an orange, so they decided to give the Christ-child that.  But then they 
discovered the top was going green,  so the eldest cut it out, and put a candle in the 
hole.  To add some colour,  one of the girls took a red ribbon from her hair and tied it 
around the middle of the orange.    It was hard to make the ribbon stay still, so they 
fastened it in place with toothpicks.  The toothpicks looked a bit bare, so the youngest 
child added some raisons to them.    

The children took their decorated orange lantern to the church for the Christmas 
Mass.  The other children sneered at their meager gift, but the priest seized upon it 
with joy.  He held it up as an example of the true understanding of the meaning of 
Christmas, for the following reasons:   the orange is round, like the world;  the candle 

and symbolise that God is over all: North, South, East and W est; and the fruit and nuts 
 

 
England in 1968, and it has since become a popular event in the church calendar.  This 
candlelit celebration is an ideal way to share the key messages of the Christian faith, 
while helping to raise vital funds to help vulnerable children across the country.   

Visit:  www.childrenssociety.org.uk 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk
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T o all our friends in E arl S oham and the M id L oes B enefice 
 

Christmas G reetings & 
B est W ishes for the 

N ew Y ear 
 

F rom 
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B URNS N IGHT SUPPER  

SATURD AY 21ST JAN U ARY 2012 

7 for 7.30 pm 
Earl Soham Village Hall 

 
Traditional 3 course haggis supper 

Piped in by our own Highlander and  
followed  by  

Scottish dancing 
 

£9 PER PERSON - beer/ wine/ soft 
drinks available 

 

FOR TICKETS RING MAVIS 01728 685700 
or IRENE 01728 685814 
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We would like to wish you all in the benefice 
A Very Happy Christmas 

and 
a Healthy and Peaceful New Year 

 
Perry & Margaret 

Hoo Churchwardens 
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R.I.P .  K E N N E T H  FRE D ERI C K M A R T I N  
 

 
 

 
 

long and contented life.  Dad was born in 1914, which was the start of the First World 
W ar, a time of horsepower and work done manually on the farms, a time of oil lamps 
and candles, a time of drinking water from the house pond, a very different life. Dad 
saw huge changes in his 97 years.  He was born and brought up at Green Farm, 
Monewden. Sadly his mother died when he was six years old and it was a source of 
regret to dad that he was unable to remember her at all. Dad started his schooling at 

boy dad never wanted to play, he just wanted to work.  Dad finished his schooling at 
Helmingham at 14 and began working on the farm.  
 

After breaking his arm crank starting a tractor and having an accident with a Standard 

livestock and horses, and I can just remember dad working with the horses as late as 
the early 50s. In truth dad was not at his best with anything mechanical. 
 

At the onset of the Second World W ar dad became an active member of the Home 
Guard, and for several years after the war a C ivil Defence volunteer.  Life was not all 
work  

the roads between Monewden and Redlingfield by itself  but not quite  grandma used 
to tell us about the night that dad fell asleep on the way home and ended up in a ditch! 
 

Dad and mum married in 1945 and shared 66 years of happy marriage. They moved 

cow and a pig, that was the beginning of their own business.   At Jope Cottage mum 
and dad built up a smallholding with the cow, pigs and chickens. Dad was still working 
full time at the Green Farm.  Helen and I were both born at Jope Cottage, D iane came 
along later after the move to Firs Farm.  Thinking back to my childhood I cannot  
remember dad ever getting cross or even raising his voice to us, but when dad spoke 
we took notice  no argument.   Dad worked hard and long hours, but was always 
there and would find time for us when we needed him. Dad never seemed to let any-
thing get him down or worry him and would calmly work his was through any problem 
or crisis.  He was an unshakeable rock to us all. 
 



 

 

In 1955 dad and mum managed to buy the run down 40 acre Firs Farm, with dad leaving 
the Green Farm to work full time to clear, improve and expand their new business. 
Keeping pigs became the core of the business, as it still is today. I started work on the 
farm in 1967 and we worked together for twenty years until dad finally officially retired 

fourth home without moving out of Monewden! When they moved mum wanted to 
involve dad with bathroom, kitchens and décor in the bungalow, but dad was not an 

 

had much time for gardening until he retired, but became a prolific vegetable and  

He grew lots of fuchsias for the Monewden fuchsia festival.  He loved that festival, when 
every year he met and chatted to lots of old friends and made new ones. 
 

Dad loved to see his grandchildren and was always interested in what they were up to. 
A li remembers harvest time and r iding in grain trailers along with Jonathan and  
Christopher with granddad driving the tractor.  N ick liked to help feed the pigs and 
working in the garden.  Daniel recalls Colin and him hitting a cricket ball through the 
greenhouse window and being scared to tell their granddad, but he just shrugged it off 

 
bungalow with their granddad and grandma and loved the freedom of the farm.  
 

Dad always wanted to know what was happening on the farm even to the last few 
weeks when his health was failing.  Just a month or so ago I was asking him about some 
old field drainage plans dating back 50 years he remembered all about them and soon 
put me straight.  It was very fortunate that dad was able to see so many of the people 
he loved in the last few weeks of his life, he had many people visit him at home, also he 
saw lots of fr iends at the harvest supper on O ctober 7th. The family were together for 

 
 

Now I return to the secret of a long and contented life  it is simply to pace yourself. I 
worked with dad for 20 years, although we worked to one end we rarely worked side 

great sense of frustration in me when there was a lot to do. He started the day steadily 
so that by dinner time I would be well ahead of him but somehow he would catch up 
by teatime as I slowed down, he would still be ready to do another couple of hours 
after tea! He would do the same thing the next day, and the next day until the job was 
finished. Dad would not be hurried and always had time to stop at mealtimes and  
certainly would never skip a meal or be rushed.  Even at harvest time mum would  
appear in the harvest field at teatime with tea, sandwiches and cakes and we would all 
stop to eat, sitting on bales of straw. 
 
Learn to pace yourself and like dad you will be able to work well in the afternoon of 

 
Brian M artin 



 

 

 
 

T H E SN O W G EESE  

a story for Christmas 

 
There was a farmer who did not believe the Christmas story.  The 
idea that God would become a man was absurd to him.  He would 
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USEFUL CONTACTS 
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F o r  Ou r  Young e r  Re a d e r s  . . .  


